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Joy Castro 
 
 

Born in Miami, Joy Castro studied literature at Trinity University and Texas A&M University. 
She began publishing short stories during graduate school and took a position in 1997 teaching 
literature and creative writing at Wabash College, where she lectures on women's literature, 
race and gender issues, literary modernism, and the Harlem Renaissance. 
 
An award-winning teacher, she publishes articles on innovative strategies for the post-
secondary classroom, and her published literary scholarship focuses on experimental women 
writers of the twentieth century such as Jean Rhys, Meridel Le Sueur, Sandra Cisneros, and 
Naomi Shihab Nye. Committed to broadening the reach of higher education to communities in 
need, she has offered free courses to at-risk teenagers, low-income adults, and victims of 
domestic violence, and she runs the biannual Creative Writing/ Creative Teaching conference 
for Indiana high school and middle school teachers. 
 
Her honors include the Charles Gordone Award for Poetry and a Frank B. Vogel Scholarship in 
nonfiction at the Bread Loaf Writers' Conference, and her short fiction and creative nonfiction 
appear in anthologies and in journals such as North American Review, Cream City Review, 
Chelsea, Quarterly West, and Puerto del Sol.  

 
 

 

She is currently completing both a collection of short stories and a 
book about the American Jazz-Age writer Margery Latimer, a 
contemporary of Hemingway and Fitzgerald and an early feminist 
innovator who died in childbirth in 1932. Castro discovered Latimer 
in graduate school while researching Latimer's controversial 
husband, Harlem Renaissance writer Jean Toomer. 
 
Now an associate professor, Castro lives in Crawfordsville, a small 
town in rural Indiana. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:casey.ebro@arcadepub.com


 

The Truth Book 
 

By Joy Castro 
 
 

Named a Book Sense Notable Book by the American Booksellers Association 
 
 
"Joy Castro has written an utterly truthful and harrowing book about the human capacity for 
hypocrisy and cruelty and also the human capacity for bravery and love. The Truth Book is a 
compelling memoir written in an achingly beautiful voice." 
 

−Robert Olen Butler, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author of A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain 

 
 
The unflinching and indelible personal account of a young girl who endured abuse and the 
disturbing effects of religious hypocrisy within one of the most enigmatic sects of Christian 
fundamentalism. 
 
Adopted at birth by a family of Jehovah's Witnesses, Joy Castro ran away at fourteen. Now a 
professor of literature, she has written a literary memoir that explores the fragile intersections of 
gender, identity, sexuality, religion, violence, ethnicity, and the body. 
 
In prose breathtakingly beautiful in its simplicity and instantly captivating in its honesty, Joy 
Castro bears witness to a childhood lost but a life regained. 

 

 

Named a Book Sense Notable Book by the American Booksellers 
Association, The Truth Book has been adopted as a text in courses on 
autobiography, women's literature, creative nonfiction, and women 
and psychology. 

 

Arcade Publishing (September 7, 2005)   •   Hardcover   •   312 pages 

$25.00   •   ISBN: 1559707879 

 
 
 



 


